Virgin River Chub

(Gila seminuda)—Endangered

Description

AdultVirginRiverchubrarely
exceed10inchesin length.
Although thisspecieslacksthe
prominenthumpof thebonytail
andhumpback chub, theyare
stoutly built. Thefrontandbottom
of their bodiesareswollenin
appearancetaperingsuddenly
fromthedorsal (top)tothecaudal
(taiDfin. Thistear-dropshapeis
mostlikelyanadaptationtothe
swift,turbid watersin whichit
lives.Itsbody colorationissilvery
tograyishbrownaboveand
lighterbeneath.

Thelargest of thisspeciesfeedon
othersmaller fishspecies,but
mosteatterrestrialandaquatic
insects,and plant matter. They are
opportunisticand willfeedon
insects,snails,crustaceans,and
algae.

Distribution and Habitat

Thesechubare foundinrunsand
poolsoversubstratesof sandand
sedimentinphysicallyand
chemicallyunmodifiedareasof
the Virgin Riverdrainage.
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Life History

ThesefishspawninJuneandJuly
whenthewatertemperatureshave
warmed toabout 66degreesE At
thistimetheyavoid turbid waters,
stayinginlow,clear flowssothat
eggsarenotcarriedaway by the
current.Spawningfemalesare
accompanied by severalmales.
Femalesrandomly droptheireggs
overgravel bedsindeeper water.
Theadhesiveeggsattachto
anythingavailable. Oncetheeggs
aredepositednoadditional
parental careisprovided.

Threats and Reasons for
Decline

Thepopulationof VirginRiver
chubhasdeclined over thelast
100yearsduetoincreased
agriculturalandurban wateruse,
decreased water quality,and the
introductionof exoticfishes.
Decreased water flow leadsto
overcrowdingof fish,resultingin
increased predationandspreadof
disease.

Recovery Efforts

The VirginRiver chubwaslisted
asan endangeredspeciesby the
US.Fishand WildlifeServicein
1989. A recovery planhasbeen
developed which callsfor restor-
ingpermanent water flowsinthe
VirginRivertoprovidehabitat for
thisfish. Thereisa population
currently beingmaintainedatthe
DexterNational FishHatcheriesin
Dexter,New Mexico.
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Virgin River Chub distribution.
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