Woundfin

(Plagopterus argentissimus)—Endangered

Description

The woundfinisasmall fish
approximately 25inchesin
length.Ithasaslenderbodyand
rather broad head. Thesnout
overhangsthesmall horizontal
mouth.Itslipsarethin, with
barbelspresentat thecorners. The
woundfinhasnoscales. The
pelvicfinsarejoinedtothe
abdomenalongtheinner edges.
Thecaudal (tail) finislarge,and
deeply forked. Woundfinshavea
silvery-coloredbody withthe
colordarkeningalongtheback.
Woundfinareopportunitistic
feedersthat willfeedonboth
plantandanimal material(om-
nivorous). Theirdietincludes
aquaticinsectsandalgae.

Distribution and Habitat

Thewoundfinwasoncefound
throughoutthe Virginand Gila
Riverdrainages.In Utahitis
currentlyrestricted toasmall
portionof the Virgin River near
LaVerkin.

Adultwoundfinuseareasin the
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riverthatexhibitrelatively strong
currentandshiftingsand bottoms.
Young woundfinstay inslow,
shallow areascloser toshore.
Water temperaturesinexcessof
95°Farelethal.

Life History

Females produceabout 200 eggs,
mostspawn thesecondspring
afterhatching Woundfinspawnin
Aprilwhen watertemperatures
reach58degreesE During the
spawningperiod, femalescongre-
gatein poolsthenmoveto
flowing water wherethemalesare
waiting Spawningareasmay be
lessthan 2feet wideand nomore
thanlinch deep.Eggsare
depositedrandomlyandno
parental careisprovided tothem
orthe young Most woundfin
survivetworeproductiveseasons.

Threats and Reason for
Declines
Althoughwoundfinarebetter

adaptedtoenvironmentalex-
tremes hightemperaturesthat

resultfromreduced flowsorlack
of streamside vegetationcan
provefataltoeggs, young,and
theadults.Increased competition
forfoodandtheintroductionof
exoticfishspeciesintothe Virgin
Riverhasresultedinincreased
predationon woundfin youngand
broughtdisease.Reduced water
flowsanddegraded water quality
intheriverhavedestroyed
woundfinhabitatandthreatened
thespecies.

Recovery Efforts

Thewoundfin waslistedasan
endangeredspeciesby the US.
Fishand WildlifeServicein1973.
Currently,thereisa population of
woundfincurrentlybeingmain-
tainedat Dexter National Fish
Hatcheriesin Dexter,New Mexico.
Thispopulation will providethe
stock forany futurereintroduc-
tionsthataremadeinareaswhere
habitatconditionshavebeen
improved
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Woundfin distribution.

@ Capture ocations Drainage Basins
—— County boundaries ] Colocado River
/% Rivers ] Bonneville

Lakes ] Snake river

References

LaRivers,1.1994.Fishesand fisheriesof Nevada. University of
NevadaPress,Reno,Nevada.

Reger,Paul D.& Deacon,James E.1988.Copeia. The American
Society of Ichthyologistsand Herpetologists.

“PlagopterusargentissimusWoundfin.” Biological Resources Research
Center.<http,//wwwbrrcunredu/data/fish/plagargehtmI>(5May
1998).

46 Endangered and Threatened Animals of Utah



